Course ID: SOC-436
Course Name: Street Law

VISION:
STUDENT VOICE AND CHOICE A LEARNING COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY AWARENESS
NYS STANDARDS FOR C0LLEGE, CAREER READINESS

Course Description: Street Law is a full year social studies elective that serves as an introductory course to law and legal systems in the United States. Units will include...Introduction to Law, Constitutional Law, Criminal Law and the Criminal Justice Process, Civil Law (Torts, Contracts and Family Law) Like any introductory course, Street Law is a survey. We will touch on broad and specific legal topics to give students a better understanding of law and how it affects you in real life. We will use case studies, individual research, group discussion / debate, guest speakers and mock trials throughout the course in order to reach our goal. Dueling opinions and lively debate should be the norm in this course making the class fun, enriching and meaningful.

Mindset: Students entering this class need to be ready for the high demands of rigorous study including, but not limited to such activities as: mindful seminars and collegial discussions, research-based investigative work, expressive forms of sharing learning, public speaking, independent and group work, reading and writing at college level expectations.

Method of Teaching: The core of this class’ activities will revolve around routine discussions based upon law topics, current events, and class readings. Students will be asked to reflect frequently utilizing one-page responses to capture immediate thinking and then later incorporating their research and learning into a more comprehensive expression (writing, video, presentation, speech, artwork, music, poetry, posters, etc.). At times there will be direct instruction, group activities, individual research and planning, guest speakers, Field Trips, and service learning opportunities.

Student Learning 0bjectives
Course activities and materials will address the following Standards:
NYS Social Studies Standards and the C3 Inquiry Model (College, Career, and Civics) NYS Speaking and Listening Standards
NYS Reading Standards for Informational Texts NYS Writing Standards

Assessment/ Grading Policies and Procedures: Student learning will be assessed by the teacher using a variety of formative and summative methods. Student grades will be based upon the work produced (research/presentations), one-page reflections, and participation in class and community activities.

Come to class on time and ready to participate. Be open-minded, respectful and aware of others. Do your work. There is no extra credit. Try something new at least once with class. Take responsibility for your education and be committed to taking our learning community seriously. Be aware of and uphold your obligations to class.
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